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Introduction
The role of the Latino vote in the 2014 midterm elections
has become a significant factor in discussions about
expected outcomes, primarily the possibility of GOP control
of the U.S. Senate as well as the House.
In this presentation, we attempt the following:
► Outlining some of the broader issues being debated
within the Latino community about what the role of the
Latino vote should be.
► Describing the size and nature of the Latino electorate,
focusing on New York State to rpovide a concrete
example of what we call the “Latino Participation
Funnel.”
► Presenting the example of high levels of voter
participation in Puerto Rico as a possible model of the
types of electoral reforms tht could be adopted Stateside
o increase participation.
► Discussing the need for comprehensive electoral sytem
reform that recognizes its class and racial biases.

Latino Midterm
Election Issues
 Immigration Reform as defining issue
 Presidential delay of deportation relief
 Increases need for Latino voter mobilization?
 Will dampen Latino voter participation?
 Will weaken loyalty to Democratic Party?

 Holding the Democratic Party accountable
 Questioning dominant role of Immigration Reform as
Latino issue
 Effectiveness of scale of current voter mobilization
efforts

The Puerto Rico Case
In contrast to the United States, in Puerto Rico, a territory of
the U.S. rates of voter registration turnout are regularly around
80 percent.
In the following slides we present the differences between the
two electoral systems. It is significant that while comparison of
the U.S. with other electoral systems is usually made with
foreign countries, the Puerto Rican case is right next door and
is part of the American electoral system yet its lessons are
usually ignored. So, while we talk of U.S. voter participation as
reemling a “funnel,” in the Puerto Rico case we describe more
as a “faucet.”
Overall, the Puerto Rico case illustrates how government can
mobilize the electorate, instead of relying on the U.S. system
of indivualized mobilization. At the same time, the fact that
Puerto Rico is a colony of the United States and has limited
political autonomy also points to the limits of votin as a
political strategy.

Puerto Rico-Stateside Voting
Systems Comparison
Puerto Rico

Stateside

 Election Day a holiday

 Election day a work day

 Major election once
every four years

 Elections more frequent

 Strong political
patronage
 Government subsidized
voter registration
 Symbolically tied to
future political status

 Strong civil service
 Voter registration on
individual basis
 Diffuse nationalism

Need for Comprehensive
Electoral Reform
While advocates of increasing Latino political participation
focus on specific aspects of the problem, such as obstacles
presented by voter ID laws, there is a need to frame the issue
in broader terms that recognize that the problem is more wideranging. The U.S. electoral system is characterized by its
systematic ensemble of class and racial bias practices and
structures.
There is a need, therefore, for a more comprehensive framing
of voting rights issues if any significant and consistent progress
is to be made.
At the same time, it is important to recognize that the growth
of the Latino population has reach a point where Latino
institutions devoted to promoting increased civi participation
do not have the resources to address this issue on the scale
now required.

Overcoming
Structural Obstacles
to Latino Voting
 Overturning Voter ID Laws
 Same Day Registration
 Non-citizen Voting – State Citizenship Status
 Alternative Voting Systems – Proportional Representation
 Campaign Finance Reform – Public Financing of Elections
 Nonpartisan Redistricting
 Felony Enfranchisement
 Multi-Language Ballots
 Modernized Voting Rights Act
 Government-sponsored Voter Registration Censuses
 Motor Voter
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