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National Latino Opinion Leaders Survey 

Latino Opinion Leaders 
On the Presidential Election --- August 2016 
By Angelo Falcón 
The NiLP Report (August 28, 2016) 
 

ith Presidential candidate Donald Trump’s convening of his newly-created Hispanic 
Advisory Council last week, the issues of who are “Hispanic leaders” and how they define 
the issues have come to the forefront within the Latino community. Polls primarily focus 

on adult or registered voters when asking Latinos their views, but polling specifically of Latino 
leaders is largely absent. The National Institute for Latino Policy has developed the National Latino 
Opinion Leaders Survey to address this lacuna, given the important role of Latino community 
leaders plays in setting its agenda and framing issues. 
 
To our knowledge, no comparable ongoing survey of Latino opinion leaders exists at present. The 
National Latino Opinion Leaders Survey, therefore, is a unique resource that provides yet another 
window into the opinions of this important segment of the national electorate. 
 
Because there are no clear parameters for determining the precise demographic mix of Latino 
opinion leaders, we do not report on the results of this survey for the total respondents but rather 
report on specific subsets. The main subset we use consists of the main racial-ethnic groups 
represented    --- Puerto Ricans, Mexicans and Other Hispanics (which includes other Central and 
South Americans). 
 
This online survey was conducted by the National Institute for Latino Policy (NiLP) during August 
14-22, 2016. A total of 389 Latino opinion leaders participated from 31 states, Puerto Rico and 
Guam. While this may be the closest thing to an ongoing survey of national Latino leadership in 
existence today, it is not based on a scientific sample, making our findings only suggestive of 
broader trends and attitudes (to see a similar survey conducted once recently by another 
organization, click here). The intent of the NiLP survey is to stimulate discussion and debate on 
critical issues facing the Latino community by providing some insights into the thinking of a broad 
range of engaged Latino leaders. Special thanks to political scientist Jessica Lavariega Monforti of 
Pace University for her contributions to this section of our survey.    
 
Presidential Handicapping. With Donald Trump trailing Hillary Clinton among Latinos by as much 
as 69 percentage points according to a recent poll, do the Latino opinion leaders also perceive this 
type of strong Latino support for Clinton? Asked how they felt the majority of Latino voters would 
go if the election was held today, over 90 percent of the Puerto Rican and Mexican opinion leaders 
and close to 90 percent of the Other Latino opinion leaders felt that a majority of Latinos would be 
supporting Clinton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W 

https://gop.com/rnc-and-trump-campaign-meet-with-national-hispanic-advisory-council-for-trump/
https://gop.com/rnc-and-trump-campaign-meet-with-national-hispanic-advisory-council-for-trump/
http://www.nclr.org/about-us/media/press/releases/Community-Influencers-Poll
http://latinousa.org/2016/07/20/clinton69-point-lead-trump/
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If the election were held today, for whom do you feel the  

majority of Latinos will vote for President of the United States?  

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

Hillary Clinton (Democratic Party) 92.7% 93.5% 88.6% 

Gary Johnson (Libertarian Party) 0.5% - 1.4% 

Jill Stein (Green Party) 0.9% - 1.4% 

Donald Trump (Republican Party) 0.9% 2.2% 1.4% 

Don't know 3.2% 1.1% 4.3% 

Not sure 1.8% 3.2% 2.9% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 
While the Latino opinion leaders who are Democrats and independents overwhelmingly indicate 
that they feel that Clinton will be getting the majority of Latino votes, the results among the 
Republicans is more divided. It is interesting not only that a plurality of the Republicans believe 
Clinton will be getting the majority of Latino votes, but that a relatively large percentage (38 
percent) indicated they didn’t know or were not sure.   
 

If the election were held today, for whom do you  
feel the majority of Latinos will vote for President of the United States? 

 

Democratic Republican 

Independent (no 

party affiliation) 

or other party 

 

Hillary Clinton (Democratic Party) 96.5% 46.2% 85.3% 

Gary Johnson (Libertarian Party) 0.4% - 1.3% 

Jill Stein (Green Party) 0.4% - 2.7% 

Donald Trump (Republican Party) - 15.4% 4.0% 

Don't know 1.4% 23.1% 4.0% 

Not sure 1.4% 15.4% 2.7% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
Asked if they thought Trump could beat Clinton in November, slight majorities of the Puerto Rican 
and Mexican opinion leaders and a plurality of the Other Latinos didn’t think so. However, about a 
quarter or so of the three groups felt that he could win the election. It appears that despite their 
general feeling that the Latino vote would go overwhelmingly for Clinton, the Latino opinion 
leaders do not appear to be as certain about the eventual outcome. 
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Do you think Donald Trump can beat  

Hillary Clinton for President in November?  

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

Yes 27.5% 29.0% 24.3% 

No 56.0% 51.6% 47.1% 

Don't know 5.0% 6.5% 8.6% 

Not sure 11.5% 12.9% 20.0% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 
Provided with a listing of reasons for voting for Clinton, among the Puerto Rican and Other Latino 
opinion leaders, pluralities identified mostly that “She is the lesser of two evils.” Over a third of the 
Mexican opinion leaders pointed to “Her extensive and unique public service as First Lady, US 
Senator and Secretary of State.” When you combine the two reasons listed referring to her 
experience, these together received the most support as a reason for voting for her. Despite her 
being the first women nominated for the Presidency by a major American political party, the reason 
“She would make history as the first female President of the United States” hardly registered any 
recognition by the Latino opinion leaders. In fact, a slightly larger percentage of the male (2.9 
percent) compared to the female (1.5 percent) Latino opinion leaders pointed to Clinton being the 
first woman President. 
 

What do you think is the most important  
reason for voting for Hillary Clinton?  

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

She is the lesser of two evils 37.3% 24.5% 42.0% 

She has the most experience 20.3% 24.5% 13.0% 

She is clearly a principled liberal politician 1.4% 2.1% - 
She has the best ideas 2.8% 3.2% 1.4% 

She would make history as the first  

female President of the United States 
1.8% 3.2% 4.3% 

Her extensive and unique public service as First 

Lady, US Senator and Secretary of State 
28.1% 36.2% 31.9% 

Don't know 6.9% 5.3% 2.9% 

Not sure 1.4% 1.1% 4.3% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
Provided with a list of reasons for not voting for Clinton, the main reason given by all three groups 
of Latino opinion leaders not indicating they were voting for her was that “Her  neoliberal politics 
are too corporate-oriented.” Very few pointed to the often-mentioned problem that “She cannot be 
trusted.” The Other Latino opinion leaders differed from the Puerto Ricans and Mexicans by citing 
at a higher percentage that “She is too much of a foreign policy hawk.” 
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What do you think is the most important reason for not voting for Hillary Clinton?  

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

Irrelevant, I am definitely voting for her 49.3% 55.3% 48.6% 

Her neoliberal politics are  

too corporate-oriented 
16.1% 12.8% 12.9% 

Her pay-for-play politics 

 through the Clinton Foundation 
3.7% 1.1% 2.9% 

Her policy ideas for the  

country are no good 
2.8% 1.1% - 

She cannot be trusted 7.8% 6.4% 4.3% 

She is in the pockets of  

the big banks and Wall Street 
9.2% 9.6% 1.4% 

She is part of what is a  

corrupt Clinton political dynasty 
3.2% 5.3% 7.1% 

She is too much of a foreign policy hawk 4.1% 2.1% 10.0% 

She was a terrible Secretary of State 0.9% 1.1% 1.4% 

She’s a big spending liberal   1.4% 

Don't know 0.5% 1.1% 4.3% 

Not sure 2.3% 4.3% 5.7% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
Regarding how much confidence they had in the prospects for comprehensive immigration reform 
if Clinton became President, almost half of the Latino opinion leaders indicated that they were “not 
at all confident.” Since this is such a central issue in the Presidential campaign, the lack of 
confidence that even with Clinton (not to mention Trump) as President they do not expect any 
change on this issue, perhaps reflecting a sense of a lack of alternatives for the Latino voter. 
 

How confident are you that a Hillary Clinton presidency will result in 
comprehensive immigration reform?  

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

Not at all confident 47.2% 48.9% 48.6% 

Somewhat confident 35.8% 34.0% 32.9% 

Very confident 10.1% 14.9% 7.1% 

Extremely confident 1.8% 1.1% 2.9% 

Don't know 1.8% 1.1% 4.3% 

Not sure 3.2% - 4.3% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
Asked how confident they were that a Clinton Presidency would result in increased political power 
for Latinos, more confidence was expressed compared to the immigration reform question, but 
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their skepticism remained high. This question was tied to the naming of high-level political 
appointments of Latinos, which has been a continuing issue regardless of which party has been in 
control of the White House. For example, between 2009 and 2015, of President Obama’s total 
political appointments, only 7.1 percent were of Latinos, despite Latinos making up 18 percent of 
the U.S. population. 
 
It is also interesting that among those Latino opinion leaders who were “extremely confident” that a 
Clinton presidency would increase Latino political power, fully half were only “somewhat” or “not 
at all confident” that it would result in comprehensive immigration reform.  Despite the support 
Clinton clearly has among Latinos, the skepticism among the Latino opinion leaders about the 
prospects of immigration reform under a Clinton presidency is illustrative of the lack of enthusiasm 
for her candidacy tha might exist despite the strong support she has among Latino voters.  
 
 

How confident are you that a Hillary Clinton presidency  
will result in an increase in political power  

for Latinos regarding high-level appointments?  
 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

Not at all confident 35.3% 29.8% 35.7% 

Somewhat confident 45.4% 48.9% 41.4% 

Very confident 11.5% 16.0% 17.1% 

Extremely confident 2.8% - 2.9% 

Don't know 3.7% 2.1% - 

Not sure 1.4% 3.2% 2.9% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
When at the beginning of August, Clinton selected Virginia Senator Tim Kane as her running mate, it 
brought to a close much speculation about the possibility of her selecting a Latino like HUD 
Secretary Julian Castro or Labor Secretary Thomas Perez. As a consequence, there were some bad 
feelings expressed within some sectors of the Latino community over her decision. To gauge how 
serious a problem this is, the Latino opinion leaders were asked their take on this question. About 
two-thirds were negative toward Clinton about this, compared to only a third of the Puerto Rican 
and Mexican opinion leaders and 44 percent of the Other Latino opinion leaders supporting 
Clinton’s choice. Kane’s fluency in Spanish was seen as a positive development by only about 9-10 
percent of the Latino opinion leaders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nilpnetwork.org/NiLP_Datanote_-_Obama_Latino_Appointments_Nov_15_2015.pdf
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Which of the following most accurately reflects your thoughts  
regarding Hillary Clinton’s vice presidential running mate choice? 

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

A missed opportunity to  

diversify the ticket 
37.8% 26.9% 34.3% 

Bad choice for a variety of reasons 10.6% 7.5% 11.4% 

Glad to see a Spanish speaker on  

the ticket 
9.2% 10.8% 10.0% 

Great choice for a variety of reasons 25.3% 25.8% 34.3% 

The Democratic Party’s continuing  

to take the Latino vote for granted 
10.1% 16.1% 4.3% 

Don't know 3.2% 4.3% 2.9% 

Not sure 3.7% 8.6% 2.9% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 
Party Responsiveness. This cynicism continued when the Latino opinion leaders were asked if 
Clinton and the Democratic Party were taking Latinos seriously or not. Large majorities of all three 
groups of Latino opinion leaders felt that Clinton and the Democrats were taking Latinos for 
granted. 
 

Do you feel that Hillary Clinton and the Democratic Party  
are taking the Latino vote seriously or for granted? 

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

Taking it seriously 31.3% 30.1% 33.3% 

Taking it for granted 60.4% 61.3% 62.3% 

Don't know 3.2% 3.2% 1.4% 

Not sure 5.1% 5.4% 2.9% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
Based on their political party affiliation, this feeling of being taken for granted by Clinton and the 
Democrats remained strong across the board. Even among Democrats, the majority felt that Latinos 
were being taken for granted by their own party. As would be expected, this feeling of being taken 
for granted by the Democrats was strongest among independents and those who indicated they had 
not registered to vote. 
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Do you feel that Hillary Clinton and the Democratic Party  

are taking the Latino vote seriously or for granted?  
 I am not 

registered to 

vote Democratic Republican 

Independent (no 

party affiliation) 

or other party 

 

Taking it seriously 21.4% 35.9% 7.7% 21.3% 

Taking it for granted 78.6% 54.8% 76.9% 77.3% 

Don't know - 3.9% - - 
Not sure - 5.3% 15.4% 1.3% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
The so-called 2012 autopsy report of the Republican Party, which expressed an interest in reaching 
out to Latinos, Blacks, and other groups, was abruptly discarded with the rise of the Trump 
candidacy. However, it had led to the promotion of some conservative political initiatives aimed at 
attracting Latinos to the Republican Party. This took the form, in part, of the support and creation of 
some conservative Latino organizations by the Koch brothers and other right-wing donors. 
 
We were curious to see of any of these organizations had achieved any traction among the Latino 
opinion leaders and we asked them which they thought were the most credible of those we listed. 
The result was that it appears that these organizations seem to have not had much of an impact on 
this sector, with large percentages of the three groups of Latino opinion leaders indicating that 
none of the groups lists had much credibility within the Latino community., or that they never 
heard of them, didn’t know about them or were not sure. 
 
The one conservative organization to receive the most recognition was the Congressional Hispanic 
Leadership Institute (CHLI) by 13 percent of the Mexican opinion leaders and by 5 percent of the 
Puerto Ricans. The Other Latino opinion leaders’ top selection was the Congressional Hispanic 
Conference by 4 percent. It can be argued that the Trump candidacy has set back the agenda of 
these conservative groups in make headway among Latino voters this year. 
 
It is possible that there could be some confusion with two of the conservative groups --- 
Congressional Hispanic Conference and the Congressional Hispanic Leadership Institute (CHLI) --- 
with the liberal Congressional Hispanic Caucus and its Institute. However, even taking this into 
account, these groups both received very little recognition by the Latino opinion leaders. 
 
The lack of the reach of these conservative groups to the Latino opinion leaders is underscored by 
the fact that even among those who consider themselves to be conservatives, over three-qurters 
(76.5 percent) could name one of the conservative groups listed. Among the conservative Latino 
opinion leaders, these were the groups most mentioned as having credibility: Congressional 
Hispanic Leadership Institute (CHLI), the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference,  
Republican National Hispanic Assembly, and The LIBRE Initiative (each mentioned by only 5.9 
percent). 
 
 
 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-politics/wp/2016/08/01/sally-bradshaw-senior-bush-confidant-leaves-the-gop/


 

8 

 
Which one of the following conservative Latino organizations  

do you feel has the most credibility in the Latino community today?  

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

American Hispanic Coalition 1.8% - - 

Congressional Hispanic Conference 3.2% 4.3% 4.3% 

Congressional Hispanic Leadership Institute (CHLI) 4.6% 12.9% 2.9% 

Latino Partnership for Conservative Principles - 1.1% - 

Hispanic Leadership Fund 0.5% 3.2% - 

MRC Latino – Media Research Center - 1.1% - 

National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference 3.2% 1.1% 2.9% 

Republican National Hispanic Assembly 0.9% 1.1% - 

The Latino Coalition 1.8% 4.3% 2.9% 

The LIBRE Initiative 1.8% 4.3% 2.9% 

None of them 39.3% 35.5% 42.9% 

Haven't heard of any of them 13.7% 15.1% 12.9% 

Don't know 19.2% 10.8% 17.1% 

Not sure 10.0% 5.4% 11.4% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 
With the general feeling among the Latino opinion leaders that the Democratic Party was taking the 
Latino vote for granted, we asked if a third political party was a viable option for the Latino 
community to pursue. Strong majorities of all three Latino opinion leaders did not think so. This, 
therefore, was not seen by most as a viable alternative. 
 

Do you believe that support of a third political party is a  
viable political option for the Latino community to pursue? 

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

Yes 32.6% 21.3% 31.4% 

No 58.3% 62.8% 61.4% 

Don't know 4.1% 7.4% --- 

Not sure 5.0% 8.5% 7.1% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 
However, when we examine this question from their political party affiliation, we get a very 
different result. Those identifying as Democrats are the least supportive of a third party strategy, as 
are close to half of the Republicans. However, a large majority of those who indicated that they 
were not registered to vote supported a third party strategy, while those who identified as 
independent voters were evenly divided on the issue.  
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Do you believe that support of a third political party is a  

viable political option for the Latino community to pursue?  
 I am not 

registered to 

vote Democratic Republican 

Independent (no 

party affiliation) 

or other party 

 

Yes 57.1% 22.9% 38.5% 46.7% 

No 35.7% 65.5% 46.2% 46.7% 

Don't know - 4.6% 7.7% 2.7% 

Not sure 7.1% 7.0% 7.7% 4.0% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 
With the launching this past week of “Our Revolution” by former Presidential candidate Bernie 
Sanders, his attempt to continue his campaign as a progressive electoral movement, the question 
arises as to what level of support he will continue to have, regardless of the problem he 
encountered of a staff revolt in his new organization. We wondered what the Latino opinion leaders 
who supported Sanders thought of his endorsement of Hillary Clinton for President. We found that 
among those responding from all three groups of Latino opinion leaders, they were positive about 
this endorsement.    
 

If you were a Bernie Sanders supporter, how do  
you feel about his endorsement of Hillary Clinton? 

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

Not applicable --- I was not a  

Sanders supporter 
29.2% 36.2% 34.3% 

His endorsement of  

Clinton was a practical  

and constructive move 

51.9% 54.3% 48.6% 

By endorsing Clinton, Sanders  

betrayed the political revolution 
11.6% 4.3% 8.6% 

By endorsing Clinton, Sanders  

revealed himself to be just  

another political hack 

4.2% 2.1% 7.1% 

Don't know 1.4% 1.1%  
Not sure 1.9% 2.1% 1.4% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
The Trump Effect. On the Donald Trump front, there has been some controversy over how the 
small minority of Latinos who support Trump were viewed in the broader Latino community. 
Among all three groups of Latino opinion leaders, large majorities had a negative view of them. 
Pluralities of all three groups felt that Latino Trump supporters were “working against the best 
interests of the Latino community.” From 21-25 percent of the Latino opinion leaders felt that “it is 
their right to support whomever they want.” 



 

10 

 
 
The exception was among those Latino opinion leaders who identified as Republicans. Of those, a 
large majority (61.5 percent) felt the Latino Trump supporters had the right to do so, with only 7.7 
percent feeling that they were working agains the best interests of the Latino community. 
 

What is your main feeling about Latinos who support  
the Presidential candidacy of Donald J. Trump?  

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

It is their right to support 

whomever they want 
21.5% 24.7% 21.4% 

They are working against the 

best interests of the Latino 

community 

44.7% 49.5% 45.7% 

They have become too 

Americanized 
3.2% 2.2% 1.4% 

They are rejecting the 

Democratic Party for taking 

Latinos for granted 

6.4% 5.4% 2.9% 

They are politically uninformed 21.0% 12.9% 20.0% 

They are worried about losing 

jobs to undocumented workers 
0.5% 3.2% - 

They are racists 1.4% 1.1% 4.3% 

They are afraid of growing 

Islamic terrorism 
0.5% - - 

Don't know 0.5% - 2.9% 

Not sure 0.5% 1.1% 1.4% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 
Trump also created some controversy over his statement that “second amendment people” would 
take care of Clinton’s appointment of liberal Supreme Court judges that would overturn the second 
amendment. Some saw this as a threat of violence against Clinton, others as just Trump calling on 
gun control opponents to rally politically against these potential nominations. We were curious to 
see how the Latino opinion leaders interpreted Trump’s statement and found that majorities of all 
three groups viewed it as a threat of violence against Clinton if she was elected President. 
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How did you interpret Donald Trump’s statement that Second Amendment people can stop  

Hillary Clinton from appointing Supreme Court judges that would eliminate the Second Amendment?  
 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

As a threat of violence against Clinton once she 

became President 
54.8% 59.1% 60.0% 

As a badly worded joke 14.2% 12.9% 8.6% 

As Trump meaning that supporters of the Second 

Amendment would vote against her nominees 
17.8% 15.1% 10.0% 

As something not worth commenting on at all 11.9% 10.8% 18.6% 

Don't know 0.9% 1.1% 1.4% 

Not sure 0.5% 1.1% 1.4% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
Top Issues. As the Presidential candidates approach their first national debate on September 26th, 
there is a need to identify the most pressing issues they need to address. We asked the Latino 
opinion leaders which they thought were the most important issue facing the Latino community 
today. All three groups viewed “The failure of the public school system to adequately educate Latino 
youth” as the top issue. For the Other Latino opinion leaders, “the high Latino poverty rate” was 
also seen as the top issue (which was second highest among the Puerto Ricans). For the Mexican 
opinion leaders, “the broken immigration system” was seen as the second most important issue. 
 
Overall, this is another example how, despite its importance as a wedge issue during the 
Presidential campaign, immigration reform is not the top issue identified by Latinos. The top 
concerns, as expressed by these Latino opinion leaders are education and economic issues, with 
immigration more important to the Mexican opinion leaders than the others. 
 
Other issues that are currently constantly in the media, such as gun violence, police-community 
relations and mass incarceration, the Zika virus in Puerto Rico and the Puerto Rico debt crisis did 
not make it to the top of the lists of the Latino opinion leaders. Since the Latino opinion leaders play 
a disproportionate role in framing Latino community issues, these results require much further 
discussion as to their implications.  
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Of the following, which one do you feel is the 

most important issue facing the Latino community today? 
 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

Latino concentration in low-wage jobs 17.5% 12.8% 18.8% 

Police brutality in Latino communities 0.9% 1.1% 2.9% 

The $72 billion debt crisis of Puerto Rico 15.7% 1.1% 2.9% 

The broken immigration system 10.1% 26.6% 20.3% 

The mass incarceration of Latinos 0.5% 1.1% 1.4% 

The failure of the public school system 

to adequate educate Latino youth 
28.6% 38.3% 21.7% 

The growing dangers of climate change 0.5% 2.1% 7.2% 

The high Latino poverty rate 23.0% 14.9% 21.7% 

The problem of gun violence 0.5% - 1.4% 

The terror threat from ISIS - 1.1% - 
The Zika virus problem in Puerto Rico 0.9% - - 
Don't know 0.5% - - 
Not sure 1.4% 1.1% 1.4% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 
With the massive debt crisis facing the U.S. territory of Puerto Rico, the future political status of the 
3.5 million residents of this Island is a growing issue. When we asked the Latino opinion leaders 
what they saw as the future political status of Puerto Rico within the next decade, all three groups 
largely saw the continuation of the status quo of Commonwealth status. Also, from 21-23 percent pf 
the Puerto Rican and Other Latino opinion leaders also thought there would be a marginal change 
in the Island’s status to an ”enhanced Commonwealth.” There was also a relatively large percentage 
of the Mexican opinion leaders (19 percent) who felt they didn’t know enough about this issue.  
 
This is a departure from past surveys we have conducted of Puerto Rican activists in the United 
States that found a plurality consistently supporting independence for Puerto Rico. Even among 
those Puerto Rican opinion leaders who described themselves as politically progressive,  only 10.1 
percent thought Puerto Rico would become independent in the next decade. 
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Regardless of your own personal opinion on the subject, which does you think  

will become the political status of Puerto Rico within the next decade?  
 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

It will remain a Commonwealth 47.9% 52.1% 50.7% 

An enhanced version of its current  

Commonwealth status 
21.9% 10.6% 23.2% 

A state of the United States of America 12.3% 9.6% 4.3% 

Independence from the United States 5.9% 4.3% 5.8% 

A republic associated with the United States 8.2% 1.1% - 
Not an important issue for me - 2.1% 2.9% 

I don't know enough about this issue  

to comment intelligently 
0.5% 19.1% 7.2% 

Not sure 3.2% 1.1% 5.8% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

 
Celebrity Politics. The visibility of celebrities in this year’s Presidential election appears to have 
increased in general, and also in the Latino community. To identify which have been the most 
effective voices in this election among the Latino celebrities, we asked the Latino opinion leaders to 
identify which they felt was the most effective one. The actress Eva Longoria, who was a founder of 
the Latino Victory Fund and strong Hillary Clinton supporter, was seen as the most effective by the 
Mexican (30 percent) and Other Latino (23 percent) opinion leaders. For the Puerto Rican opinion 
leaders it was “Hamilton” creator and star, Lin-Manuel Miranda (22 percent). Also receiving strong 
recognition by all three groups was actress Rosario Dawson, founder of Voto Latino and a very 
visible Bernie Sanders supporter. 
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Which one of the following Latino celebrities do you  
feel has been the most effective political advocate on  

Latino issues during this Presidential election season so far? 

 Puerto Rican Mexican Other Latinos 

 

Christina Aguilera 0.5% - - 

Mark Anthony 2.3% 1.1% - 

Ruben Blades 1.4% 2.2% 4.5% 

Louis CK - 1.1% - 

Rosario Dawson 19.2% 11.8% 19.7% 

Junot Diaz 1.8% 1.1% 6.1% 

Gloria and Emilio Estefan 0.5% - 1.5% 

Erik Estrada - 1.1% - 

America Ferrera 2.7% 11.8% 10.6% 

Selena Gomez - - 1.5% 

Luis Guzman 0.5% - 1.5% 

Eva Longoria 14.2% 30.1% 22.7% 

George Lopez 0.9% 1.1% 4.5% 

Jennifer Lopez 0.5% 2.2% - 

Ricky Martin 0.9% - - 

Lin-Manuel Miranda 21.5% 4.3% 6.1% 

Esai Morales - 1.1% - 

Rosie Perez 2.3% - 1.5% 

Pitbull 0.5% 1.1% - 

Geraldo Rivera 2.7% - 1.5% 

Gina Rodriguez 0.5% - - 

Zoe Saldana 0.5% 1.1% - 

Jimmy Smits 0.5% 1.1% - 

Wilmer Valderrama - 1.1% - 

Visitante of Calle 13 5.0% 1.1% 3.0% 

Daddy Yankee 0.5% - - 

Don't know 12.3% 14.0% 6.1% 

Not sure 8.7% 11.8% 9.1% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 
 


