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Now that the federal government shutdown of 2013 is over, and we potentially 
find ourselves between interregna, it might be useful to explore how Latinos 
view national political issues. This report is based on a survey of Latino opinion 
leaders by the National Institute for Latino Policy (NiLP) on their views on a 
wide variety of issues, such as their assessment of President Obama, the two 
major political parties, the state of Latino unity, the most influential Latinos, 
most trusted Latino organizations, and top policy issues. 
  
The National Latino Opinion Leaders Survey is conducted from time to time to 
measure the policy and political opinions of this influential sector of the Latino 
community. This NiLP Latino  Policy iReport is based on a web survey 
conducted from May 28-June 8, 2013 with 359 respondents. This is not 
presented as a scientific poll but as a vehicle for promoting discussion on key 
issues facing the Latino community in the United States.  
  
1. President Obama 
  
Despite the Latino vote going overwhelmingly to President Obama in 2012, 
Latino opinion leaders appear divided and cynical about his Administration's 
relationship to their community. Asked whether Obama's reelection was a good 
or bad thing for the Latino community, the results were very mixed. Those 
thinking it was a good thing made up 44 percent of the total, while those who 
thought it was a bad thing were 11 percent. However, those who saw his 
reelection as a mixed bag of good and bad was 44 percent.   
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With the recent Obama nomination of a non-Latino for the Cabinet post of 
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, the number of Latinos in the 
Cabinet has decreased from two to one between the President's first and second 
terms. Latino advocates have pressed the President to appoint at least three 
Latinos to his Cabinet and have been also pressing the Administration on the 
problem of the underrepresentation of Latinos in the federal government 
workforce --- 8 percent despite Latinos making up 17 percent of the civilian 
labor force. There are increasing calls on the President to issue an strong 
executive order specifically focused on the exclusion of Latinos from federal 
employment. There is also an effort currently underway to promote the 
nomination of a Latino to the post of Administrator of the Small Business 
Administration (SBA). 
  
It is, therefore, no surprise that when the Latino opinion leaders were asked 
whether President Obama was adequately including Latinos in his 
Administration, 73 percent don't think so (only 22 percent thought he has). 
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2. The Two Major Parties 
  
The Latino vote has been overwhelmingly Democratic, but following the 2012 
election, the Republican leadership expressed their interest in increasing their 
outreach to this large and growing part of the electorate. The political tug of war 
we have experienced over the government shutdown highlighted the 
differences between the two major parties and generated speculation about 
their future political fortunes. In such a politically polarized reality, where do 
Latinos stand? 
  
According to the Latino opinion leaders, the Democratic nor Republican party is 
seen as being responsive to the needs of the Latino community, both at the 
national and local levels. While the Democratic Party is seen as more responsive 
to Latinos, the difference between both parties is not great. This finding is 
especially troubling for the Democratic Party, since 71 percent of the Latino 
opinion leaders indicated their affiliation with that party (7 percent with 
Republicans, 18 percent as independents and 4 percent other). 
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3. Latino Political Unity 
  
Turning to the Latino community itself, the Latino opinion leaders were asked if 
they thought Latinos had a common agenda or interests at the national level. 
The majority (55 percent) thought so, while 40 percent did not think so. 
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However, when asked if Latinos were united or not as a political block, the 
Latino opinion leaders thought they were not. About two-thirds (68 percent) 
thought that Latinos were disunited, compared to only 26 percent who felt they 
were unified. 
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 4. Latino Leadership 
  
Who are perceived as key leaders in the Latino community? The Latino opinion 
leaders were asked to identify whom they viewed as the most influential 
Latinos nationally. The three seen as most influential are Supreme Court 
Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor (20.3 percent), Chicago Congressman Luis V. 
Gutierrez (15.0 percent), and Florida US Senator Marco Rubio (12.3 percent). 
  

 
  
 Asked which Latino organization they trusted most to represent the interests of 
the Latino community with the Obama Administration, the Latino opinion 
leaders focused mostly on the National Council of a Raza (17.0 percent). 
However, close to half (46 percent) couldn't identify any or stated they didn't 
know. Please note that since NiLP conducted this survey, we did not think it 
would appropriate to list our organization, which is included in the residual 
"other" category. 
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5. Latino Policy Concerns 
  
Improving the Economy. Beyond the politics, we asked the Latino opinion 
leaders their views on policy issues facing the Latino community. We asked 
them to indicate which approach the federal government needed to adopt to 
improve the economy. Their preferences were clearly for approaches that called 
for activist government and an expanded public sector. There was very little 
support for approaches generally advocated by the Republican Party, especially 
its Tea Party wing. 
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Policy Priorities. Asked which the top priority should be for the second term of 
the Obama Administration for the country as a whole, Jobs (19.5 percent), 
Education (16.8 percent) and Immigration (15.8 percent) topped the list for the 
Latino opinion leaders.  
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Moratorium on Deportations. Asked the same question, but specifically 
focused on the needs of the Latino community, Immigration was seen as the top 
issue by a larger percentage (32.4 percent). It was followed by Education (20.8 
percent) and those "same as those of the country as whole" (13.1 percent).  
  
In a previous NiLP Latino Policy IReport, we focused on the Latino opinion 
leaders' views on immigration reform. Overall, they appeared to be in 
disagreement with most of the features of the immigration reform proposals 
being considered by the Congress. For example, one area of great concern to 
Latino advocates is the large number of deportations conducted by the Obama 
Administration. When asked whether there should be a moratorium on these 
mass deportations, most (81 percent) thought there should be. 
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Puerto Rico Status. An issue that is before a Congressional committee concerns 
the future political status of Puerto Rico. Asked what their preferred status for 
the US territory should be, the greatest support (32.1 percent) was for 
Statehood. This was followed by Independence (24.9 percent) and some form of 
the current Commonwealth status (8.5 percent). A large percentage (27.6 
percent) indicated they didn't know, and 6.9 percent that they really didn't care.  
  



 
 

12 

 
  
However, a different picture emerges when Puerto Ricans themselves are asked 
about their status preferences for Puerto Rico compared to that of non-Puerto 
Rican Latino opinion leaders. Consistent with past surveys of Puerto Rican 
leaders by NiLP, the largest percentage of the Puerto Ricans (40.6 percent) 
support Independence compared to 23.2 percent of the non-Puerto Rican Latino 
opinion leaders.  
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6. Conclusion 
  
Despite the many challenges facing the Latino community as indicated by the 
results of this survey, the Latino opinion leaders remain optimistic about the 
future. Big majorities were optimistic for both the United States as a whole and 
for Latinos specifically. However, they were even more optimistic about the 
future for Latinos than for the nation as a whole. 
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In many ways, the Latino community finds itself politically between a rock and a 
hard place. Clearly disappointed by the Democratic Party and its leaders, to 
which the Latino vote has been so loyal, the Republican Party's increasingly 
rightward movement offers little in the way of an alternative for the majority of 
Latinos. The national Democratic Party continues to take the Latino vote for 
granted, and the Republican Party, except for a brief post-2012 electoral 
heartburn in which it contemplated some Latino voter outreach, apparently is 
discounting the Latino vote. 
  
The big question for the Latino community is how does it leverage its large 
numbers and heightened media attention to increase its political power and 
more effectively promote its policy agendas? President Obama has pointed to 
immigration reform as a top priority in this post-shutdown period, but whether 
anything significant will occur on this front is an open question. But even if 
legislation is enacted in this area, there is a growing feeling in the Latino 
community that the result would be a series of measures that would have 
extremely punitive effects on the Latino community. Even on the issue of the 
implementation of Obamacare, which will probably have the greatest impact on 
a Latino community that has so many uninsured, the latest news is that the 
Obama Administration is even delaying the launch of its Spanish-language 
website to register for the program. The challenges facing Latino politics in the 
coming year are formidable indeed. 
  
Angelo Falcón is President of the National Institute for Latino Policy (NiLP). We 
would like to thank Dr. Joseph Pereira, Director of CUNY Data Services, for his 
technical assistance on this survey. For further information on NiLP, visit our 
website at www.latinopolicy.org. Angelo Falcón can be reached at 
afalcon@latinopolicy.org. 
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